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was the case in the industrial countries. Assistance from the al-
ready industrialized countries can be expected to rise significantly,
particularly with some success towards disarmament.24 Public pre-
sure for accelerating the tempo of economic growth is acting
as the most powerful solvent of the rigidities of an out-moded
social set-up. Planning Commissions and Agencies are being
established to steer the economies towards set goals. Even when
their performance falls far short of expectations the wide accep-
tance of forward-looking goals is acting as a catalyst in the process
of overcoming the obstacles—almost in the same manner as the goal
of political independence swept away in less than a decade and a
half those handicaps which were the hobby-horses of the professors
of political science. The revolution of rising expectations is creat-
ing its own social forces—on a national as well as on an inter-
national scale—to fulfil itself.25
The main task before a growth-economist today is to elaborate
the concrete technical details for attaining a high rate of economic
growth—say, 5 per cent per capita per year for half a century. The
final solution of the economic problem then would need no more
than an adult's life-time. This was perhaps the prize for the pursuit
of economics as a profession that Pigou held out in the Preface
to his Economics of Welfare :
By the knowledge that our science seeks, it is possible that
(the economic evils) may be restrained. Out of darkness light!
To search for it is the task, to find it perhaps the prize which
the dismal science of political economy offers to those who
face its discipline.25
24	For details, see Patel, Surendra J., "Economic Consequences of Disarma-
ment," Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, November 1962.
25	As Keynes pointed out in the Preface to his General Theory: "The difficulty
lies, not in the new ideas, but in escaping from the old ones which ramify,
for those brought up as most of us have fceen, into every corner of our mind."
26	Pigou, A. C, Economics of Welfare,  Third Edition, 1932, Preface, page
vii.

